Fighting back
TAKING ON CENSORSHIP
NSPA/JEA National Convention
Portland, Oregon - April 2010
Description
After a year of controversial stories, the school district administration planned to censor The
Spoke, the award-winning student newspaper of Conestoga High School in Berwyn, Pa.
Student editors contested the policy for five months and, with the extensive help of the Student
Press Law Center, succeeded in changing the proposal. Hear the details of how these editors
and the SPLC fought to save The Spoke in a hands-on seminar presented in the context of the
SPLCʼs Censorship Checklist. Background on The Spoke available at
www.friendsofthespoke.org/.
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Friends of The Spoke
Friends of The Spoke is an organization dedicated to defending the rights of student journalists
at The Spoke and nationwide. The organization was founded in June 2009 by current and
former editors of The Spoke, the student newspaper of Conestoga High School in Berwyn, Pa.,
to oppose proposed policies that would have led to censorship of the paper. After five months of
discussions, press coverage and widespread local and national support, the district changed its
proposal, replacing it with one that correctly identified and defined today's legal standards.
Now, Friends of The Spoke is focused on two goals: keeping the community — students,
community members, alumni and state and national journalism organizations — informed about
the latest news from The Spoke, and providing journalism programs facing censorship with
resources to help aid their campaign. Online at www.friendsofthespoke.org
The Spoke
The Spoke is the Pacemaker award-winning, student-produced newspaper of Conestoga High
School in Berwyn, Pa. The Spoke is printed seven times a year and is produced by a staff of 40
reporters and editors. Online at www.stoganews.com.
Student Press Law Center
Since 1974, the Student Press Law Center has been the nation's only legal assistance agency
devoted exclusively to educating high school and college journalists about the rights and
responsibilities embodied in the First Amendment and supporting the student news media in
their struggle to cover important issues free from censorship. The Center provides free legal
advice and information as well as low-cost educational materials for student journalists on a
wide variety of legal topics. Online at www.splc.org.

Special Reports
During 2008 and 2009, The Spoke became known for its coverage of controversial issues in the school
and community. The four stories below, which have received national recognition, were apparently the
cause of the districtʼs censorship proposal. Note that “Obligation to Report” came out only weeks before
censorship was proposed. Read the stories online at www.friendsofthespoke.org.

Obligation to Report June 2009
When an elementary school custodian was arrested in connection with two
local bank robberies, The Spoke began examining court documents, police
records and district employment logs, piecing together a picture of a system
that state and local officials say need changing. By Henry Rome.
*Brasler Award, best overall article, 2009
*National News Story of the Year, 2009

Carrying Hope

March 2009

The Spoke takes an inside look at the life of one 17-year-old mother, and
explores how the issue of teen pregnancy plays a role within the Conestoga
community. By Seth Zweifler.
*National Feature Story of the Year, 2009

Coming out in the classroom December 2008
The Spoke takes an inside look at the lives of openly lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender (LGBT) high school students—at their struggles, their
hopes and their courage—and at how sexual orientation influences our
school as a whole. By Seth Zweifler.
*Honorable Mention, National Diversity Story of the Year, 2009

A Losing Bet February 2008
It’s addictive, illegal and growing. It’s not marijuana or alcohol. It’s sports
betting and gambling, and it’s a nationwide problem.
By Henry Rome and Seth Zweifler.
*National News Story of the Year, 2008
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